
AVTHS Club Outing to Castaic Lake:  
August 10,  2024 
By Dennis Miller 

  Well, it started out a brisk 80 degrees leaving 

home and actually 75 degrees at the lake at 7am! I didn’t 

see any members other then the families arriving before 

me trying to find shaded areas for the expected 102 for 

the day. By 9am I moved away from the overcrowding 

beach area and headed inland. Plenty of shade trees to 

hunt in the very large and beautiful park and a rather 

comfortable morning. However, by 11:15 and temps ris-

ing to 96, I was ready to go home. A little over $5 dollars 

in change and zero count on jewelry! I think Ron Renter 

went into the water so hope he has some good finds to 

tell about!          Until next time, Dennis. 
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Presentation at the August 5th General 
Club Meeting 

Sal Gallegos gave the club members some interest-
ing information at the last meeting.  He told us about 
a phone app called “What3words.”  It is a navigation 
app that helps users identify precise locations by 
assigning unique three-word combinations to any-
place on Earth.  It is compatible with Google Maps 
and Apple Maps.   
Sal described a number of ways that is can be used, 
especially by treasure hunters.  Uses include:  Mark 
a metal detecting area or gold find; use it to arrange 
a place to meet for outings; also in an emergency to 
help first responders locate and navigate to the us-
er. Find the app in Google Play or App Store.   
 

Thank you, Sal, for the information!     

From the Editor……. 

Remember that the first Monday of 
September is a holiday, so the General 
Meeting is Sept. 9, and the Club Out-
ing is Sept. 14, 2024.   
 The year is going by quickly, however, the 
heat is staying with us.  Bruce and I did not make it to 
Castaic.  Thankfully, Dennis is always willing to make 
a write-up for the newsletter!   
 We had to make a change of venue for the Sep-
tember Outing.  It will not be in Lake Hughes.  It is 
going to be a “Mystery Hunt.”  We will meet at Lane 
Park in Quartz Hill and take a drive to the hunting ar-
ea.  There will be a planted hunt as well as metal de-
tecting opportunities!  The club will provide the main 
dish for lunch, and we ask club members to bring a 
side dish and/or a dessert.  Please bring water too.  
 Hope to see you at the October Rocky Road 
Outing the weekend of Oct. 11-13.  We also need vol-
unteers to help make the weekend go smoothly.  There 
will be sign-up sheets at the next meeting or call Ron 
Renter if you can’t make it to the meeting.   
 Another reminder—check out the club web site 
that Rick Wyatt maintains.   

 www.avtreasurehunters.com 
-Cindy Barron, editor 

Have a Happy Labor Day! 

 

Put it on Your Calendar:   
 

October Outing—Rocky Road Claim 
Chili Cook-Off 

October 12, 2024 
 



August Club Meeting 
Jason DeBerge would like to recognize some club members that 
have donated items to the August monthly raffle.   
 

Jason DeBerge 
Carol Fuller 

Rick and Vickie Wyatt 
 

Carol donated bracelets, Rick and Vicki donated coins and BBQ 
supplies, Jason donated peach trees, seeds, and many other 
gifts.    
 

 Thank you to everyone that donates raffle prizes 
every month!   



August Club Meeting Pictures 



 

 

The club’s “Special Raffle” continues.  Buy your 
tickets soon.  The winners will be chosen at the 
Christmas Party in December.   

Pictures of the monthly finds table.   
The winners are listed on page 5.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Link to scvhistory.com 

 
Click “CTRL” and then click on the link. 

 

Here is some information for the pro-
spectors in the club or anyone that is 
interested in local history.  It is taken 
from the SCVHistory.com website.   
 
The URL is posted in the yellow box below.   
Click “CTRL” and click on the link to go to the 
web site.   
 

This is part 5 in a series.   
More parts will be included 
in future newsletters.   

https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/signal/perkins/part05.html


AVTHS Chili Cook-Off and Treasure 
Hunting Weekend 

 
The AVTHS Chili Cook - Off Weekend at the 

Rocky Road Claim starts on Friday, October 11, 
2024.   

 

 
The Tentative Schedule of Events: 
 
 

Friday, 10/11 Arrive at site for weekenders and set-up.   
 
Saturday, 10/12 9:00 AM  Free Hunt - open to Club Members only.  

 
Noon (12:00)  Five and Dime Hunt 

Entrance fee = $20.  Open to members and 
 guests.   

 
4:00 PM Judging of the chili begins.  Sample cups 
and utensils will be provided for each chef to 
use.  Numbers are assigned to each chef, judged 
by all people present, prizes awarded.   
** Remember:  Chili Must be made from scratch 
and Must be made at the campsite.    
 
Potluck dinner will follow the judging.  Please 
bring a dish to share.  The following is the as-
signed dishes by last name:  
A - M     Salads/Side Dishes 
N - Z     Desserts 

 
Sunday, 10/13 Clean-up, Pack-up, and departure.   
 



 MONTH MTG DATE OUTING DATE Location Notes 

1st Qtr JAN 1/9/2023 1/21/2023 Zuma Beach BYOF  

 FEB 2/6/2023 2/11/2023 Santa Monica Planted Hunt 
Club provides food 

 MAR 3/6/2023 3/11/2023 AVT Claim Claim Clean-up/Prospecting 
Pot Luck 

2nd Qtr APRIL 4/3/2023 4/15/2023 Apollo Park BYOF 

 MAY 5/1/2023 5/6/202A Carpentaria Beach BYOF 

 JUNE 6/5/2023 6/10/2023 Lake Hughes Community  
Center 

Planted Hunt 
Club Provides food 

3rd Qtr JULY 7/10/2023 7/8/2023 Silverwood Lake  BYOF 

 AUG 8/7/2023 8/12/2023 Castaic Beach Planted Hunt  
Club provides food 

 SEPT 9/11/2023 9/9/2023 Long Beach BYOF 

4th Qtr OCT 10/4/2023 10/13/2023 Chili Cook-off Weekend Treasure Hunt/Planted 

 NOV 11/6/2023 11/12/2023 Saugus Central Park BYO Food 

 DEC 12/4/2023 12/16/2023 Christmas Party Leisure Lakes Community Center 

2024 Monthly Outing Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August Meeting Finds of the Month 
(Member must be present to display finds) 

 

Most Unique 
Ed Hunn 

 
Best Silver Item 

Ron Renter 
 

Best Natural Gold 
None 

 
Best U.S. Coin  

Tie: Scott Sandahl and Ed Hunn 
  

Best Foreign Coin  
Ed Hunn 

   
Best Gold Item 
Scott Sandahl 

 
Best Overall 

Jason DeBerge 
 

Members that also Displayed: Wes Weathers 

 MONTH MTG DATE OUTING DATE Location Notes 

1st Qtr JAN 1/8/2024 1/13/2024 Santa Monica BYOF  

 FEB 2/5/2024 2/10/2024 Zuma Beach Planted Hunt 
Club provides food 

 MAR 3/4/2024 3/9/2024 AVT Claim Claim Clean-up/Prospecting 
Pot Luck 

2nd Qtr APRIL 4/1/2024 4/6/2024 
(tentative) 

McAdams Park BYOF 

 MAY 5/6/2024 5/11/2024 Ventura Harbor/Marina Park Planted Hunt 
Club Provides Food  

 JUNE 6/3/2024 6/8/2024 Special TBA Hunt! BYOF and water! 

3rd Qtr JULY 7/1/2024 7/8/2024 Silverwood Lake  

Special Monday Outing 
Bring Your Own Food and Water 

 AUG 8/5/2024 8/10/2024 Castaic Beach BYOF 

 SEPT 9/9/2024 9/14/2024 Mystery Hunt  
Meet at Lane Park in Quartz 

Hill 

Planted Hunt 
Club Provides Food 

4th Qtr OCT 10/7/2024 10/12/2024  
 

Rocky Road Claim 
Chili Cook Off Weekend 

Treasure Hunt/Planted 

 NOV 11/4/2024 11/9/2024 
(tentative) 

Rocky Road Claim  
 

BYOF 

 DEC 12/2/2024 12/6/2024 
(tentative) 

Christmas Party Leisure Lakes Community Center 

OFFICERS:  2024 
 

President: Ron Renter...……………661-450-7821 
Vice President: Dennis Miller….….661-917-7256                                                                                
Treasurer: Henry Konik……...…....661-609-4892 
Secretary: Cindy Barron…………...661-816-0878    

  
MEMBERS AT LARGE 

 
Bruce Barron  ……………………..661-816-0879 
Jerry Paland……..…….…………...661-992-9174 
Dan Petrozzi  ……………...............661-948-7895 
Rick Wyatt……..….……………….661-943-1124   

  
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

  Recycling …………...……………..Wes Weathers 
Welcome…………..…………............Don Duncan 
Opportunity Drawing…….………..Jason DeBerge                                                           
50/50……..…………….......……...Jason DeBerge 
Club Photographer ……........Anyone with a camera  
Finds of the Month …...……...…….Scott Sandahl 
Mining Claims ………...…………...Rick Guethlein 
Metal Detecting …..….……………...Scott Sandahl  
Refreshments ...….........Volunteer for each meeting  
Club Apparel ……..……..Mike & Colleen Johnson  
Club Public Web ……..……..…………Rick Wyatt 
Newsletter………...….....……………Cindy Barron 
Membership ………..……………..…..Vicki Wyatt 



The board voted to limit the refreshment re-
imbursement to $25 per month.  While we 
have had some delicious monthly refresh-
ments, we want to remind those providing 
them that they are just snacks, not meals!  
So anything over $25 is at the generosity of 
the members bringing them.   
 

January ……….……….Don Duncan 
February…….………….Pie Month      
March  …….…………...Jason DeBerge 
April………...…Mike/Colleen Johnson  
May…….………….……Bruce Barron 
June  …….………….….Carol Fuller 
July  …….………..……..Scott Sandahl 
August …….……………Dennis Miller 
September …….……….Ron Renter 
October …….………..... Pie Month 
November  ……….…… Linda Reitz 
December  ……….…….Need volunteer 

Do you have something to post or want an Email copy of  The Loop? Members can send their request to Rick at:  
avthsnews@gmail.com OR to Cindy Barron at brbarron@msn.com. 

We would be happy to send it as a pdf file.  

REFRESHMENT VOLUNTEERS 

September Birthdays 
 

Gary Emmons   11th 
Steve Howard   12th 
Renee Sandahl   14th 
Scott Sandahl   15th 
Ron Renter   20th 
Frederick (John) Buck   27th 

 

I will always check federal, state, county and local laws 
before searching; it is my responsibility to know the law. 
I will respect private property and will not enter private 
property without the owner’s permission. Where possi-
ble, such permission will be in writing. 
I will take care to refill any holes and try not to leave any 
damage.   
I will remove and dispose of any and all trash and litter 
that I find.  
I will appreciate and protect our inheritance of natural 
resources, wildlife, and private property. 
I will, as an ambassador for the hobby, use thoughtful-
ness, consideration and courtesy at all times. 
I will work to help bring unity to our hobby by working 
with any organization of any geographic area that may 
have problems that will limit their ability to peacefully 
pursue the hobby.   
I will build fires in designated or safe places only. 
I will report to the proper authorities any individuals who 
enter and/or remove artifacts from federal parks or state 
preserves.    

Treasure HuntersTreasure HuntersTreasure Hunters   
Code of EthicsCode of EthicsCode of Ethics   

AVTHS Club Merchandise 
 Orders Taken at Meetings  

Club Apparel:  
Short Sleeve T-Shirt 
Long Sleeve T-Shirt 
Polo Shirts 
Pull-Over Sweat 
Shirt 
Hoodies 
Hats 
Club Logo Patch  
Please place orders with Mike and 
Colleen Johnson  Proceeds from sales 
are used to support prizes and food at 
our outings.   

August 50/50 Meeting Winner:  
Ron Renter 

Attendance Drawing-August 
Mike and Colleen Johnson 

FREE RAFFLE TICKET 
If you find your name in the newsletter and it 
looks like this:  *Your Name*, you get a free 
raffle ticket at the next general meeting.  Bring it 
to the attention of the ticket seller.    



 

September 14, 2024 
 

Mystery Hunt 

 
Planted Hunt and Club Provided Lunch.   
Please bring a side dish/dessert to share.  

More information on back page.   

CLUB OUTINGS 

CLUB OUTINGS 

CLUB   EVENTS 

September 2024 

    

  September  Board Meeting -   
            September 9, 2024 at 6:00 pm       
 
 September 9, 2024          
     General Meeting - 7:00 pm 
     Leisure Lake Mobile Home Estates 
 

3rd Qtr. 2024 Scavenger Hunt 

Quarterly Scavenger Hunts: 1st Quarter    
January 1 to March 31; 2nd Quarter April 1 to 
June 30; 3rd Quarter July 1 to September 30;  
4th Quarter October 1 to December 31.   
 
No early turn-ins!  All must be brought to the first 
General Meeting following the closing of the Quarter.  
Display owner must be present to win.  Member that 
finds all 15 items will win 1st Prize—Silver half dol-
lar.  If there is a tie, the winner will be decided by a 
cut of the cards, high card takes 1st Place.  The runner 
up will receive a Silver quarter.  Members finding at 
least 10 items will receive a Silver Quarter. Member 
finding and bringing  9  or less items will get a Silver 
Dime. 

1.  Return to Monticello nickel: 2006-2024 
2.  Shot gun shell 
3. 925 silver charm 

4. Bullet casing-any 
5. Metal washer 
6. 1920’s wheat penny 
7. (6) Corona bottle caps 
8. Cosmetic jewelry pc. 
9. Bobby hair pin 
10. Fishing line swivel—metal 
11. American women quarter (2022-24) 
12. Fishing lure 
13. Battery-flat round (electronics, watch) 
14. Padlock  
15.Toy metal car-whole or part 

“Bonus” Item-Bottle cap opener or a Can 
Opener  See information on page 5 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 2024  
SCAVENGER HUNT 

 
The main scavenger hunt will remain the same as in 
previous years, possibly a little more challenging, but 
the rewards are the same.  However, the finding of a 
“bonus item” has been added with the following 
rules:  
 
Every quarter, a new bonus item will be named.  If, 
during that quarter, the item is found, the finder(s) 
will receive a small “floating” display case and a tick-
et that will be entered into a drawing to be held dur-
ing the January General Meeting. Winners must be 
present.  
When a bonus item is found (one per quarter), the 
member will receive the same prizes and a chance to 
win the following prize: *Steve & Peggy Howard* 
 
1. A free membership to the club for the following 

year    OR 
2. Silver Round    OR 
3. An apparel item from the club’s store.   
 

(continued on page 5) 
 

Is there something you’re not sure is 
gold or silver?  Or even possibly a gem-

stone?   
Jerry Paland.   

Contact him at 661-992-9174 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

“THE END OF THE LOOP” 

Remember to talk to Wes Weathers about 
recyclable items.  The money raised will be 
given back to the club to fund prizes and 
food at the outings.    

A.V.T.H.S. Web Site:  http://www.avtreasurehunters.com 

Scavenger Hunt Information Continued:   

When Was the Bottle Opener Invented 
“Bonus Item”  
By Dennis Miller 

 At first, there wasn’t even a need for bottle open-
ers because bottles were closed with cork or wood and 
opened with a corkscrew.  Then, in 1893, William Paint-
er invented the first bottle cap—the Crown Cork style 
bottle cap.  This was essentially a metal cap crimped 
over a bottle opening.   
 In 1894, Painter also submitted a patent for a 
product that would help people remove this clever bottle 
cap.  The lips on this bottle opener were designed to 
hook under the edge of the cap and by lifting the handle 
upwards, the cap would easily come off.  Painter’s origi-
nal handheld design has not changed much to this day.  
 In the picture, the (3) at the top left were found 
mostly in turn of the century mining camps.  Miners 
would carry them in their pockets.  I would usually find 
tons of beer bottle caps near by when I found an opener!   
The 4th and 6th from the top left were used for Dairy 
milk bottles, Cc 1940’s.  Bottom left is a Coca Cola bot-
tle opener, Cc 1950’s.  And the (2) at the bottom right I 
found linked together and bent the same, again turn of 
the century.  Maybe miners art work!  Most people will 
recognize the center (3) being beer bottle and beer can 
openers.  There could be some Generation—Z or Gener-
ation—Alpha that won’t recognized them!  But that’s ok, 
that just means we’re from the Good—Ol’—Days.   

   The Outpost    
   (661) 944-1200      (661) 944-1548     

      More Than Just a Gift Shop         
      Rugs & Blankets  -  Amer. Indian Arts & Crafts 
      Fine Art Gallery  -  Coins, Gold & Collectibles 
      Gold Panning Ins. & Classes - Rocks & Gems 

34141 116th St E   Pearblossom, CA     
SCOTT SANDAHL 

                                    Proprietor 

              For Sale 

 

Beck Dry washer: $250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiral Wheel: $100 

(Or Best Offer) 
Contact: Don Reed 

661-526-3861 

 
What is the best or most interesting thing you 
have ever found?  Send a picture and a short 
explanation and we will include it in the Loop! 



  

Antelope Valley Treasure Hunter’s Society 
 P. O. Box 4704 Lancaster, California 93539 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month’s Club Outing:  
 

Mystery Hunt 

 Details about the September outing will 
 be given at the September 9th meeting.   

September 9,  Club Meeting  
7:00 P.M. 

Leisure Lakes Mobile Estates 
Recreation Room  

48303 20th St. West,  
Lancaster, CA 93534 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Outing—Saturday, Septem-
ber 14th, 2024. 

Meet at Lane Park  
 Quartz Hill, CA.   

 
Address:  5520 W Ave L8, Quartz 
Hill, CA 93536  
 
Time:  8:00 A.M.   
Meet in the parking lot off of Ave. 
L-8.  We will drive to the metal de-
tecting spot at 8:15 AM.  The plant-
ed hunt will take place at the 
“mystery hunt spot.”  The planted 
hunt will take place at around 10:30 
AM.  Then we will drive back to 
Lane Park to have lunch.  The club 
will provide the main dish.  Please 
bring a side dish or a dessert to 
share during the lunch.   
Remember to bring chairs and wa-
ter.   

Happy 
Labor 
Day! 


