
100 the second day!  My niece took underwater 
video of the action and it was so beautiful.  We 
will also be snorkeling, whale watching, visiting 
volcanoes, etc.  It will be a memorable trip, I’m 
sure.  Especially if we can all get healthy.  I’m 
getting over bronchitis, my middle sister and her 
husband have had colds/flu and my youngest 
sister’s daughter has strep so Cathy has been 
exposed.  *Ben & Cheryl Molstad* But ever the 
optimist, she said that even if she gets it there is 
time to suffer through it, get meds, and get well 
BEFORE we leave!  I hope that is the case.  I’m 
feeling fine, but continue to cough.  I hope that is 
over with by then because it does sap your 
energy and activity exacerbates it.   
 
Back to Zuma, the club will provide the main dish 
and members attending will provide the sides.  
As we did last year, we will have a beach hunt 
around 10:00 a.m. with the club providing tokens 
for prizes.  It was a lot of fun last year and I 
expect the same to be the case this year, too!   
 
BTW, have you seen the new GPAA TV Series 
Gold Trails?  It airs locally on KDOC 56 (check 
your provider for the channel you can receive it 
on) and follows GPAA Director of Development 
Kevin Hoagland as he explores various gold 
areas.  It’s the first GPAA production that doesn’t 
feature a Massie family member as the host.  
Currently, the show is being tested in the 
California, Arizona and Oregon TV markets.  
Also, this show is not on the Massie owned 
Outdoor Channel, but local channels in the 
various markets.  So far, I’ve watched one 
episode and enjoyed it.  Kevin is more low-key 
than Tom Massie! 

February 2015 

Meeting held 1st Monday of every month at 7:00 PM (unless otherwise noted in newsletter). 

Prez Sayz, Don Duncan said he’s not much 

of a writer, but will Let me know when he has 
something to say.  Meanwhile, I’ll keep you 
updated with the activities. 
 

From the Editor: 
 Welcome to February!  We had a  
very decent turnout for the January  
Outing at Santa Monica, in spite of  
the drizzle.  I didn’t hear of anyone  
finding anything significant, but as  
far as I could tell, we all had fun.  As 
 one person said “A bad day of metal 
 detecting is better than a good day at work!”  And I 
have to agree—and I don’t WORK anymore!  Yay!  
Some members arrived early—including Robert 
Weaver who told me he got there at 7:00 a.m.  
(Sorry, that’s just too darned early for THIS lady!) 
and had found over $3 in clad by the time those of 
us who caravanned got there.  They say the early 
bird gets the worm!   
 
Our next outing is at Zuma Beach on February 7th.  
I do expect to be at that outing but I will miss the 
February meeting because I leave for The Big 
Island on January 29th and will return home to AV 
on Friday, February 6th.  I don’t think I’ll be taking 
any of my detectors.  My sister, who went last year 
and will also be going this year, said the area we 
will be at is mostly rocky beaches, not sandy.  And 
we will have so much to do that I don’t think I’ll 
even miss it!  One of our plans is to swim with wild 
dolphins for FREE!  My sister and her daughter did 
that last February and it was AWESOME!  They 
were swimming in 125’ deep water and there were 
about 10 dolphins the first day they did it and over 
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and they were at a local Oregon Club’s claim and featured 
the Jobe modular hi-banker that has the ability to connect 
multiple sluice boxes.  The show used three sections for 10’ 
but you could use as few as one or use multiple to spread it 
out to 50’ or more!  There is a lot of good sense information 
given and it’s kind of nice to watch a show that doesn’t 
feature the host(s) acting crazy! 
 

PAY YOUR DUES!  It’s that time again!  All dues were 
due and payable on January 1, 2014.  A grace period is 
given through the first of March (or the March meeting.)  
Anyone who has not paid up by then will be removed from 
the roster and will no longer be allowed to use the claims 
and will no longer receive The Loop.  So keep your benefits 
going and get paid up!  I’ve included a membership form so 
you will have that to include with your payment.  If you won’t 
be at the February or March meetings, please mail your 
dues to the address on the Address section of the 
newsletter.  If you have already paid, but did not fill out a 
form (it’s new for 2015) please fill it out and get it to Linda 
Bravo, or mail as above, so that we can get your pertinent 
information.  The old forms were lacking in a few areas and 
we’d like to capture the same information for all members. 
 

GPAA GOLD & TREASURE SHOW: 
 
The next GPAA Gold & Treasure show will be held the 
weekend of Feb. 7-8 starting at 10:00 a.m. each day at the 
Fairplex in Pomona.  You can pre-register on the GPAA 
website and save 50% on the $10/day fee.  Feb. 7th is our 
Zuma Beach outing but I plan to go on Sunday Feb. 8th.  It’s 
always fun and informative *Ray & CJ Quitoriano* to attend 
these shows to see the latest in equipment, ideas and to 
listen in on the seminars.  Plus they are giving away 
$10,000 worth of prizes over the weekend including two 
week trips to Cripple River in Nome, AK!  There are also 
other great prizes.  If anyone wants to carpool with me, let 
me know.  I can get 3-4 passengers in my Hyundai, which 
gets good gas mileage.  Call or text me at 818 414-6707 or 
email me at riverbrat_1947@yahoo.com and the first 3 or 4 
to respond will be able to tag along! 
 
I won’t see you at the 2/2/15  
meeting,  but will be at Zuma on  
2/7/15 and the Gold Show on 2/8/15! 
 
Happy Hunting! 
 
Connie Smith,  

Editor 

 



In an email from Dave McCracken: 

 
 As I announced last week, San Bernardino 
Superior Court awarded California suction dredgers 
a huge win on January 12th by declaring California's 
"scheme" of first passing a law that requires us to 
obtain a permit, and then passing another law 
making permits unavailable, as an unlawful and 
unenforceable interference with the intention of 
congress.  
 If the Rinehart decision is allowed to stand, 
my thinking is that the entire burden is going to be 
placed upon the State to come up with a reasonable 
set of regulations which protect their interests while 
not placing a material interference upon mining. 
Until they finally do come up with a reasonable 
permit scheme, it doesn't appear that the State can 
successfully prosecute anyone for operating a  
suction dredge.  
 

From Dave McCracken’s Newsletter: 
 

 There are different perspectives 
circulating around the industry on how this 
ruling will affect the coming 2015 dredging 
season. But I will voice my own opinion that 
at least until the California Supreme Court 
weighs in (or chooses not to) on the recent 
Rinehart Decision (we There are different 
perspectives circulating around the industry 
on how this ruling will affect the coming 2015 
dredging season. But I will voice my own 
opinion that at least until the California 
Supreme Court weighs in (or chooses not to) 
on the recent Rinehart Decision (we will 
know within a few weeks), I do not believe 
there is any chance the State of California 
could successfully prosecute any person for 
operating a suction dredge without a permit. 

For your benefit and mine, it is important that 
I disclose that I am not a licensed 
attorney.  So I cannot provide legal 
advice.  Since there is not much certainty 
remaining these days when it comes to legal 
matters, it is important that we seek our own 
council from people we trust, and we must 
each find our own way.  

My own opinion is that the end result of all 
this is going to hinge upon what the 
California Supreme Court decides to do 
about the State’s Petition for review of the 
Rinehart Decision, along with their request 
to have it de-published.  There is much 
more about this in last month’s newsletter. 

If the Rinehart decision is allowed to stand, 
my thinking is that a healthy portion of the 
ongoing litigation in San Bernardino will 
become insignificant, and the entire burden 
is going to be placed upon the State to 
come up with a reasonable set of 
regulations which protect their interests 
while not placing a material interference 
upon mining.  In those instances where 
material interference is necessary (such as 
to protect an endangered species), the 
State will have to be willing to pay property 
owners for their losses. 

Until they finally do come up with a 
reasonable permit scheme, it doesn’t 
appear that the State can successfully 
prosecute anyone for operating a suction 
dredge.  Though I would not be surprised to 
see them make another try at it; we will 
have to see. 

Stay closely tuned, because the California 
Supreme Court must decide whether to 
review Rinehart even before you will see the 
next newsletter.  For those of you who want 
to stay updated, I suggest you join our free 
Internet Message Forum. 

Today we have an important ruling in San 
Bernardino that basically has declared 
California’s existing permit “scheme” as 
unlawful and unenforceable.  That sure is a 
long way from where we started! 

Once again, I want to thank all of you who 
have supported this effort. It just goes to show 
that sometimes the good guys actually do win!



What is Edible Gold Leaf? 

 
By Elizabeth LaBau  
Candy Expert  

 
Champagne Truffles with edible gold leaf.  (c) 2012 
Elizabeth LaBau, licensed to About.com, Inc.  

Definition:  
Edible gold leaf is a gold product that can be 
used to decorate food. In candy-making it can 
be used to cover whole candies like 
chocolates or truffles, or applied sparingly as 
a small decorative touch.  

Is Gold Leaf Really Edible? 
In most cases, yes. Gold is considered 
"biologically inert," meaning it passes through 
the digestive tract without being absorbed. 
When selecting gold leaf, make sure to get 
gold that is as pure as possible--this means 
22-24 carats. Gold leaf with a smaller carat 
value has more impurities and is less safe to 
eat. If you are careful and buy gold leaf that is 
clearly labeled as "edible" and has 22-24 
carats, eating gold leaf is harmless.  

How is Gold Leaf Sold? 
Gold leaf is typically sold either in sheets or as 

flakes. The flakes are easiest if you want 
to sprinkle the tops of candies with a gold 
glimmer, and they are also frequently used 
for adding floating gold flecks to alcoholic 
drinks. The sheets are more delicate and 
can be tricky to use, but they are best if 
you want to cover a larger surface area 
with gold.  

Where Can I Buy Gold Leaf? 
Gold leaf is readily available online, from 
specialty gold distributors, auction sites, 
and even amazon.com. Specialty cake 
and candy decorating stores often carry 
gold leaf or gold flakes. If you are looking 
for the sheets, you might also find them at 
an art supply store, where they are used 
in art or craft projects. Just be sure that if 
you find it at a non-cooking source, you 
are truly buying edible-quality gold leaf. 
 
 



Club Apparel is available 

Support your Club by purchasing one of our 
new hats or shirts.   

 

Any Member who is interested in receiving   The 

Loop via E-mail can send their request to me at 
avthsnews@gmail.com and I would be happy to 
send it as a .pdf  file. It is generally  about 2mb 
for the issue. If  any member has something of  
interest for the general membership, send it my 
way and I will include it. The Deadline is the 
15th of the month for inclusion in the following 
month’s edition.   

     FREE RAFFLE TICKET 
If you find your name in the newsletter and it 
looks like this:   *Your Name* You get a free 
raffle ticket at the next general meeting. Bring it to 
the attention of the ticket seller.  If two names 
appear (i.e. husband/wife) ONE ticket is given out. 

Classified 

RICK & VICKIE WYATT         (661) 943-1124  

 

ANTELOPE VALLEY 

TREASURE HUNTING SUPPLIES 
 
Factory Authorized Dealer 
Metal Detectors and  
Prospecting Equipment 

     The Outpost      (661) 944-1200        
More Than Just a Gift Shop           (661) 944-1548 
      Rugs & Blankets  -  Amer. Indian Arts & Crafts 
      Fine Art Gallery  -  Coins, Gold & Collectibles 
      Gold Panning Ins. & Classes - Rocks & Gems 

34141 116th St E       Pearblossom, CA     
SCOTT SANDAHL 

                                                   Proprietor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Refreshments volunteers for 2015  
 

Jan   Robert Weaver 

Feb   Linda Reitz 

Mar   ??? 

Apr    Mary Black 

May  Mike Snowden    
Jun   Harry Surtees 
Jul    Lovetta Burns     
Aug  Linda Bravo     
Sep    Vickie Wyatt  
Oct    Don Duncan 
Nov   Wes Weathers 
Dec    David Youngg 

Wanted: Bigfoot Coil for Whites DFX Call 

Ben Molstad at 562-209-2344 

 

WANTED:  White’s Surf PI Pro with yellow 

label and ridges on coil  Please contact 

Steve Molstad at 818-891-9778 

Mens XL Wetsuit for sale: 
Brand new with tags still on 
3/2 mm, full body, black and blue 
Asking $50 obo 
Call or text John 661-317-2124 



Feb 2, 2015     General Meeting - 7:00 pm 
                           Leisure Lake Mobil Estates 
                           48303 20th St. West 
                           Lancaster, CA  93534 
        
Feb 2, 2015     Board Meeting following immediately  
after the General Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finds must be brought to the April 1, 2015 General 
Meeting or earlier if all found.  Display owner must be 
present to win. First member that finds all 15 items will 
win a Silver Half Dollar  *If there is a tie, the winner will 
be decided by the cut of a deck of cards and runner-up 
will receive a Silver Quarter. If all items are not found, 
the member finding the most will win a Silver Quarter.  If 
there is a tie, a cut of a deck will decide the winner.    
Members finding at least 10 items will get a Silver Dime. 
*** Only Items found between Jan. 5, 2015 meeting and 
the April 1, 2015 meeting, qualify to be displayed. All 
items must be found in the act of treasure hunting or 
while prospecting.  Items found with the naked eye 

qualify. No purchased items or planted hunt 

finds allowed.  

CLUB   EVENTS 

February 2015 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feb. 7, 2015—9:00 a.m. 
 
THE CLUB WILL PROVIDE A HUNT WITH 

TOKENS FOR PRIZES at around 10:00 a.m. 
     Take Hwy 1 from whatever direction you are 
traveling.  From south, Exit Hwy 1—Pacific Coast 
Drive—at Busch Drive to the right and loop around 
under Hwy 1 to the entrance of Zuma Beach.  From 
north, just exit at beach entrance.  There is a parking 
fee of about $10/car.  Take Zuma Beach Access Road 
north to the picnic tables next to the large white 
container.  This is between the 7th and 8th parking 
lots (see picture on last page of The Loop.)   
     The club will be providing main dish — sloppy 
joes and/or hot dogs. Members will need to bring 
sides, such as fruit, salads, chips, cookies, cake or 
some other dish. Remember to bring plenty to drink, 
a chair and sun screen.  

     Those who wish to caravan from Antelope Valley 
will need to be at the Park & Ride, west of the 14 
freeway on Avenue S at 6:45am.   We will leave 
promptly at 7:00. 

 
 
 

CLUB OUTINGS 

I will always check federal, state, county and local laws before 
searching; it is my responsibility to know the law. 
I will respect private property and will not enter private property 
without the owner’s permission. Where possible, such permission 
will be in writing.   
I will take care to refill any holes and try not to leave any damage. 
I will remove and dispose of any and all trash and litter that I find.  
I will appreciate and protect our inheritance of natural resources, 
wildlife, and private property. 
I will, as an ambassador for the hobby, use thoughtfulness, 
consideration and courtesy at all times. 
I will work to help bring unity to our hobby by working with any 
organization of any geographic area that may have problems that 
will limit their ability to peacefully pursue the hobby.   
I will build fires in designated or safe places only. 
I will report to the proper authorities any individuals who enter and/
or remove artifacts from federal parks or state preserves. 

Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics 

1st Qtr. 2015 Scavenger Hunt 
Scavenger Hunt items for  

January 6, 2015 to April 1, 2015***  
 
1. Any National Park quarter 
2. Chucky Cheese token 
3. Old pull tab (with ring attached) 
4. Spark plug 
5. Large paper clip 
6. Nail file 
7. 3” long screw 
8. Sunglasses 
9. Any ring 
10. Metal tent stake 
11. AA battery 
12. Metal spoon 
13. Washer 
14. Metal toy 
15. Any pencil 



 ANTELOPE VALLEY TREASURE HUNTER'S SOCIETY 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - Mail to: AVTHS, P.O. Box 4718, Lancaster, CA. 93539 

 

LAST NAME________________________________FIRST____________________________________ 

SPOUSE_____________________________________# OF CHILDREN UNDER 18________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________APT#___________ 

CITY_______________________________________STATE____________________ZIP____________ 

PHONE #_____________________________E-MAIL_________________________________________ 

CELL PHONE # __________________________ 

NAMES OF OTHER CLUBS YOU BELONG________________________________________________ 

PRINT WAY YOU WANT NAME(S) ON BADGES(S)_________________________________________ 

OPTIONAL INFORMATION 

OCCUPATION________________________________________________________________________ 

TREASURE HUNTING/PROSPECTING EXPERIENCE_______________________________________ 

FAMILY BIRTHDAYS (Month & Day)_____________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Initiation Fee $25.00...............................................Annual Dues $45.00 

(  ) Cash............( ) Check........... Total Enclosed $___________Date________________ 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Memberships are annual from January 1st through December 31st. Initiation fee and dues are payable when 

you join. The initiation fee, plus dues, will be charged to those who have let their annual membership lapse more than one year. 

Annual dues must be paid no later than March 1st. If joining after January, dues are to be paid at the rate of $4.00 per month for the 

remainder of the year (new members only). 

 

CLUB USE: 

( ) Membership......( ) Treasurer......( ) Editor......( ) Secretary......( ) Badges......( ) Membership Kit 

 



RELEASE IN FULL OF ANY AND ALL CLAIMS 

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of being a member of the Antelope Valley Treasure Hunter’s Society (hereina#er called the AVTHS), I/we do 

hereby release, acquit and forever discharge the AVTHS, its members, directors and/or officers, and any other persons, firms or 

corpora-ons of and from any and all fault, negligence, or other ac-on, causes of ac-on, claims demands, damages, costs, loss of service, 

expenses and compensa-on, on account, or in any way growing out of any and all known and unknown personal injuries and property 

damage resul-ng or to result from any accident or other ac-vity that could occur on any of the AVTHS-owned proper-es and during any 

or all AVTHS-sponsored field trips, ou-ngs, workshops, mee-ngs, or other ac-vi-es. 

I/WE THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HEREBY STATE THAT I/We have not been influenced to any extent whatsoever in making this release by any 

representa-on or statements regarding said injuries, or liability, or any other ma7ers, made by the AVTHS, members, directors, and/or 

officers hereby released, or by any person(s) represen-ng, or ac-ng for him or them. 

This release contains the ENTIRE AGREEMENT between the par-es hereto, and the terms of this release are contractual and not a mere 

recital. 

I/WE FURTHER STATE that I/WE have carefully read the forgoing release and know the contents thereof. And I/We sign the same as my/

our free act. 

Please print your full name, Sign and Date 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(If your membership includes members of your immediate family, please have them sign below.) 

Please print your full name, Sign and Date 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print your full name, Sign and Date 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please print your full name, Sign and Date 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

You must sign and date the declara3on above and submit with your AVTHS Membership Applica3on. 



 

January Finds of the Month 
Member must be present to display finds 

 
 

 

Most Unique 
Scott Sandahl—Radio Chauffer's badge 

Best Gold Item 
Nancy Waters—gold/diamond ring 

Best Natural Gold 
Jim Gilmore 

Best U.S. Coin 
Ben Molstad 

Best Foreign Coin 
Ben Molstad 

Best Silver Item 
Steve Molstad  

Best Overall  
Steve Molstad 

 

Attendance Drawing 
Clay Graves (not in attendance) 

50/50 Draw 

Jay Zeigler—$42.50 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
Robert Sams, Gordon Stocks, John Vermillion 

 

Please note:  If your birthday isn’t listed in your birth 
month, you probably didn’t give us your information.  

This information is gleaned from the active membership 
roster.  Contact Linda Bravo. to update. 

 
 

 

 

 

“THE END OF THE LOOP”“THE END OF THE LOOP”“THE END OF THE LOOP”“THE END OF THE LOOP”    
 

OFFICERS 

 
President:...…………………….…... Don Duncan 
 H 661-478-2409 
       
Vice-Pres....……………...………. ...Lovetta Burns 
             E-mail - lburns57@att.net 
H 661 256-1654   C 661 428-0797 
Treasurer.....……………………….... Linda Bravo 
       E-mail - lsb7203@yahoo.com 
Secretary.....………………………….Lorelei Paland  
                                                                661-273-3932 
 
 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
Robert Weaver…………...……….….. .661-948-8350 
Connie Smith  ………………..…….…..661-526-7494  
Mike Snowden..……………..…...….….661-269-2937 
Rick Wyatt…………..………….……....661-943-1124 
James Gilmore…...……………....…......661-492-8707 
Vicky Wyatt……….…...……….……...661-943-1124  
Linda Reitz…………………………..C 661-478-7938 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Welcome……….………………..….Vivian Sexton  
Raffles…………....……………Connie Smith, Harry 
Surtees, Larry Blair 
Club Photographer…….….…Anyone With Camera  
Find of the Month……….…………...Scott Sandahl 
Claims…………………………..……..Linda Bravo 
Metal Detecting…..………………….Scott Sandahl 
Refreshments…………..Volunteer for each meeting 

Club Apparel…………………….……....Vacant 

Club Public Web Page…...……...……...Rick Wyatt 
Newsletter…………………...…....… Connie Smith  
                                                      (H)661 526-7494  
             (C) 818-414-6707 
Membership………………………... Vivian Sexton  
                                                      661 478-0174  
Recycling…………….……………..…  Jay Zeigler 
        661-943-0397 
 
 

 

 

A.V.T.H.S. Web Site:  http://www.avths.com 

Remember, as with the recycling collection, the 
proceeds from the sale of apparel are put back in 

the club to fund prizes and food at the outing.    



 Antelope Valley Treasure Hunter’s Society 

 P. O. Box 4718 

 Lancaster, California 93539 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Month’s Club Outing  

 

Zuma Beach 

Outing Map—Zuma Beach 

Park Here 


