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Meeting held 1st Monday of every month at 7:00 PM (unless otherwise noted in newsletter).
a few years back, but looks to have better
conditions, including easy parking access. Since
our outing last year that ended up in Kernville
Park, instead of the Lake Elizabeth venues listed
in the newsletter, we decided to just designate it
to be at Kernville Park this year. The Kern River
From the Editor:
flows through it and brings in many visitors.
Several car/motorcycle groups have special
I hope everyone enjoyed our
activities in the local area, as well, so detecting
Christmas Party at Medrano’s! There
could be pretty good. There are shade trees, and
was plenty to eat and lots of opporif it’s hot, you can take a dip in the river! Since
tunity drawing prizes! We had two
Castaic Lake was reopened this past summer
helpers this year—not only did
(and hopefully again this coming summer!) we
Randall want to continue handing out
are going back there to see how the pickin’s are!
prizes, but we also recruited Vivian’s
granddaughter, Katie, to help! With their help and Of course, we are locked in to our October Chili
Cook-Off—the second biggest outing of the year!
two adults reading off the winning numbers, we
Many members bring their RV’s and tents and
managed to get through the 100+ prizes in good
time. Very few members who bought tickets didn’t spend several days prospecting at our Rocky
Road claim, as well as just coming out for the
win something! A big thanks to Vickie Wyatt for
activities on Saturday. We usually have a couple
getting the venue set up and handling the ticket
sales! While there are always a few who question of hunts—one free for members only, and one
our continuing to use Medrano’s, no one has come paid, for anyone who wants to pay the fee. There
is usually a skeet shoot contest for those
up with a better suggestion! Medrano’s is easy to
interested in competing on their marksmanship.
get to, has a room large enough to handle our
If you don’t have a shotgun, someone will usually
group and is reasonably priced. If you know of
something better, please speak up so the club can loan you one. Our AVT outing will, again, be in
November. While there has been little turnout in
look into it for future Christmas Parties.
recent years, I’m told that it used to be pretty
popular and people would camp out at this one,
DUAL BOARD MEETING:
as well. We are hoping to spark more interest in
this outing so that we can show BLM that we
The dual board meeting (when the incoming/
outgoing board members get together to set up our ARE using the claim, as well as maintaining it.
There are some trash issues that we hope will be
outing schedule) put together a good list of
outings. All are weather permitting, of course, and addressed by BLM before our next outing to
make it a more desirable place to prospect.
since we are expecting pretty wet conditions this
Bring your dry-washers (if you don't have one,
winter/spring, it’s something we will need to keep
in mind. We are trying a new venue for January— those who do will usually let you help out for a
slice of the pie!) This claim is very easy to
Ventura Harbor Beach. It’s pretty much in the
access and doesn’t require 4WD to reach it.
same direction as our Oxnard State Beach outing

Prez Sayz,

Don Duncan said he’s not much
of a writer, but will let me *Ray & CJ Quitoriano*
know when he has something to say. Meanwhile,
I’ll keep you updated with the activities.

Chili/potluck (Hunt 1 free, 1 paid)
BYOF
Medrano’s Mexican Restaurant
Chili Cookoff—Rocky Road
AVT claim off 395
Christmas Party
10/03/2016 10/08-10/2016
11/07/20156 11/12/2016
12/5/2016 12/10/2016

BYOF
BYOF
BYOF
7/09/2016
8/6/2016
9/09/2016
7/11/2016
8/01/2016
9/12/2016
July
August
September

Castaic Lake (lower)
Silverwood Lake
Cajon Creek (sluicing/prospecting)

Club-hot dogs/potluck
6/11/2015
6/06/2016
June

Kernville park

Club food (breakfast) (Hunt)
5/07/2015
5/02/2016
May

Map Hunt—Lancaster City Park

Club food/potluck (Hunt?)
Club food—Costco pizza/potluck
BYOF

BYOF
Ventura Harbor Village

2/1/2016
3/07/2016
4/04/2016

2/6/2016
3/12/2016
4/09/2016

1/04/2016 1/09/2016

Outing Date
Meeting
Date

These new “rules” will go into effect immediately with the
January 2016 FOM and will continue through the year. If
the members find it satisfactory, it will continue into future
years. If the majority of the membership doesn’t like it, we
will entertain a different method (must be submitted to the
board in writing in detail) and consider those alternatives. If
the membership votes to go back to the way we’ve been
doing it in the past, then that will be considered, as well.

Location

Lastly, voters would prefer that the members displaying their
finds not “promote” them around the tables. Therefore, we
will open the floor to anyone who would like to speak about
their finds before we go in to vote. This could give you an
“edge” in the voting without crowding the display area. It is
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that people write up something
about special finds that may require some explanation, such
as where found, any history for the item (especially relics
and coins) as well as weights for Best Gold, Best Silver and
Best Natural Gold. This way the people voting will be able
to make their determinations on your find and not look at it
as just an interesting item (or a piece of junk!)

February
March
April

To address another issue that has come up in the
suggestion box—that of a participant in the FOM
competition counting the votes—Rick Wyatt has volunteered
to help tally the votes for the FOM categories. Rick never
displays and should be acceptable to the membership.

January

Notes

One of the things that always comes up that the board has
had some difficulty figuring out how to deal with is how to
make Find Of The Month fair to everyone. I think we have
finally come up with a good plan that will make everyone
happier. We will limit participants to four (4) wins per
category per year. We still encourage those who have won
the maximum number of times to continue to display in
those categories—because IF they get the most votes (even
though they have maxed our their wins and can’t win the
silver coin) they will be awarded a ticket to be entered into a
drawing at the Christmas Party at the end of the year for a
$50 cash prize! This prize will be more valuable than the 8
silver coins that they could have won in the FOM categories.
Linda Bravo will keep track of the category winners. (After
all, she gives out the silver, so is best able to keep track.)
Anyone coming in second in voting in a category where the
first place winner has maxed out, will win the coin prize. If
that person has also maxed out in that category, the coin
prize will go to the member with the next most votes.

Zuma Beach
Lovetta’s Mystery Hunt? Lancaster City Park
TBD Relic Hunt

Dual Board Meeting (continued)

October
November
December

Connie Smith
Editor, The Loop
P.S. I apologize for not listing the winner of the Miner’s
Wheel last month. It was new member Carl Schadt!

Month

Now go out there and DIG!

Prospectors rail against million-acre land grab
Feinstein stages meeting to pitch three proposed national monuments
Author: BRAD JONES/Friday, November 13, 2015/Categories: Action Alerts, From the Pick & Shovel Gazette, News Release
Rate this article:
5.0
By BRAD JONES
GPAA Managing Editor
Prospecting and mining groups have united to fight against the creation of three national monuments in Southern California.
After two failed attempts to get legislation passed in the Senate, U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., made a third pitch for her bill, known as
S. 414, at a public meeting on Oct. 13 held at Whitewater Preserve near Palm Springs, Calif.
The event, described in news reports as having a pep-rally-like atmosphere, was hosted on land owned by The Wildlands Conservancy, a
group that supports S. 414. The bill aims to designate more than a million acres of public lands as national monuments — Mojave Trails,
Sand to Snow and Castle Mountains:
The proposed Mojave Trails National Monument would encompass 942,000 acres between Mojave National Preserve and the Twentynine
Palms Marine Corps base.
The proposed Sand to Snow National Monument would cover 135,000 acres of land from the desert floor in Coachella Valley in Riverside
County to the peak of Mount San Gorgonio in San Bernardino County. It includes 25 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail and the headwaters of
the Santa Ana and Whitewater rivers.
The proposed Castle Mountains National Monument would add about 21,000 acres to the eastern Mojave National Preserve. The land was
an active gold mine until 2001. It includes the historic mining town of Hart and the remaining portion of the 340-mile Lanfair Valley watershed
that is not part of Mojave National Preserve.
Feinstein was met by friends and foes as about 70 miners, including members of Public Lands for the People, the American Mining Rights
Association, Minerals and Mining Advisory Council, Gold Prospectors Association of America and local prospecting clubs, showed up to
protest what they are calling a million-acre land grab.
But, Feinsten told the raucous crowd that if she can’t get her bill passed through Congress, she will push President Barrack Obama to use his
presidential authority under the Antiquities Act to declare the national monuments by executive order before the end of his second term.
“This legislation protects additional land and helps manage desert resources by carefully balancing conservation, recreation and renewable
energy,” Feinstein said. “It provides for off-road vehicle recreation, and its cornerstone is the establishment of the Mojave Trails and Sand to
Snow national monuments. Unfortunately, despite the support of more than 140 organizations, the two counties affected, business owners,
environmental groups, off-road vehicle associations, energy companies, public utilities and others, it still has to move in the Senate. Because
of this very long delay many people, including former Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, began coming to me and suggesting we consider
executive action by the president as a way to establish the monuments.”
Miners protest land grab
PLP President Walt Wegner, who could not attend the meeting, said the PLP opposes any and all national monument designations on public
lands.
“I don’t know the exact acreage of Feinstein’s bill, but I do know that it’s one acre more than we will ever accept,” Wegner said. “Public Lands
for the People will not tolerate even one acre being taken out of the public domain and put into monument status. Enough is enough!”
Over the past 25 years since PLP was founded, too much land has been lost already, said Wegner, explaining that prospecting and mining
on public lands is a congressionally granted right under the Mining Law of 1872, and that PLP’s mandate is to defend the public’s right to
access these lands, not only for prospecting and mining, but for hunting, fishing, off-roading and other outdoors pursuits.
The land grabs have only been accelerated under the Obama Administration. Last year, for example Obama declared by executive order
more than 350,000 acres in Southern California as the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument.
“When it comes to the public domain, the government does not hold title to this land,” Wegner said. “The Bureau of Land Management
doesn’t hold title; Dianne Feinstein doesn’t hold title; the U.S. Forest Service doesn’t hold title. The title is held in trust for the people of the
United States. We own that land. It’s ours.”
“

Adding even more confusion to the mix is a competing Republican bill that Rep. Paul Cook, R-Apple Valley, served up to the House of
Representatives in October. Cook’s bill, the “California Minerals, Off-Road Recreation and Conservation Act,” has left a bad aftertaste with
miners.
Cook met with mining rights advocates in Kern County last year in the hopes of finding some common ground, and he appeared sympathetic
to the plight of miners. He showed up at last year’s Oktoberfest event at Sleepy Bear Mine near Randsburg, Calif., and mingled with
prospectors, including PLP and the newly formed Minerals and Mining Advisory Council board members.
A year later, it’s now clear that Cook has abandoned MMAC’s proposed bill “Minerals and Mining Reform Act — A Clear Path Respecting
Mining Rights,” and has instead chosen to author his own bill, CMORCA, or HR 3668.
MMAC’s draft legislation essentially calls for the reactivation of already established Mining Districts on public lands in the western United
States. The bill is available on the PLP and MMAC websites.
Although Cook did not attend the meeting at Whitewater Preserve, his Chief of Staff John Sobel was there to pitch the bill.
PLP, AMRA oppose HR 3668
Both PLP and AMRA have rejected Cook’s bill which supports the proposed Sand to Snow and Castle Mountains
national monuments but allows mining in 10 percent of a 965,000-acre proposed Mojave Trails Special Management Area, instead of
Feinstein’s Mojave Trails National Monument.
Matt Knox, district director for Cook, suggested that even if Congress did pass the MMAC bill, that it is likely President Barack Obama would
veto it.
“All along, our goal has always been to put together a bill that has the potential to be signed into law,” Knox said. “You know, we still have to
keep in mind we are dealing with a Democrat administration and a Democrat president, and ... the bill that the Minerals and Mining Advisory
Council put together—I mean with all due respect to their position and we do understand where they are coming from — there is no way in
hell a Democrat president is ever going to sign something like that into law, so what’s the next best alternative?”
Knox suggested that miners should support HR 3668 because it allows for 96,500 “floating acres” that could be open to “permitted mining
projects” at any given time within his proposed Mojave Trails Special Management Area.
“We’re hearing a lot of uproar from the mining community over the fact that a national monument wouldn’t allow for future new mining claims,”
he said.
Knox is convinced that if no compromise is reached, Obama will grant Feinstein’s wish and declare the national monuments by executive
order under the Antiquities Act, which would be worse than congressional approval of Cook’s bill.
“Obama is going to declare it. You are going to hear something before the end of his presidency. That’s been made abundantly clear to us ...
If that happens and you have national monuments, you guys are going to be — pardon my French — [expletive] out of luck.”
And, while HR 3668 may sound better than Feinstein’s land grab, it still means losing 90 percent of the land to prospecting and mining.
And, even though Knox said it is a better deal for “permitted mining projects,” most prospecting and mining groups say it only protects larger
mines and does not protect the right to access and prospect for gold and other minerals. They remain adamantly opposed to Cook’s bill,
which includes wilderness areas and wild, scenic and recreational rivers among other restrictive land use designations.
AMRA President Shannon Poe said declaring a national monument by executive order is an abuse of presidential power and opposes all
national monuments.
“We don’t support the Cook bill at all. I think conceding any more of our public lands under this disguise they call national monuments is just
another land grab. We all know that,” Poe said.
And, as far as Feinstein’s call for an executive order from Obama to create national monuments, AMRA is vehemently opposed, he said.
“You have to go back to what executive orders and executive actions were intended to do. It was supposed to be for emergencies when
Congress was not in session. What it has morphed into is more of a dictatorial move on the president’s part to just force his will,” Poe said.
“This is not the will of the people; this is the will of a handful of people — the Feinsteins of the world that are being driven by special interests”
Poe called on all outdoor user groups to not only oppose both Feinstein and Cook’s bills but to speak out against all land grabs.
“We have tyranny, and that is what we are witnessing now.” Poe said. “You can’t just take millions and millions of acres and then just make
’em off limits to the public who owns them, and yet that is exactly what they’re doing.”

The MMAC bill
Meanwhile, Wegner said PLP would rather see the MMAC bill passed by the House and Senate and be vetoed by Obama than agree to a
so-called compromise that would be devastating to miners and other outdoor user groups.
“Absolutely, we are taking a stance against his bill. We do not support it and we will fight this bill every inch of the way,” Wegner said. “No
way in the world will we accept a bill that takes one acre of public domain and puts it into monument status, or wilderness status or any
other status they want to call it where the title of ownership goes to the federal government.”
Wegner said he hasn’t slammed the door on dialogue with Cook, but said the congressman needs to act quickly if he hopes to save face
with the small-scale mining community.
“We are willing to give him one more chance to come back into the fold ... but he’s a politician and I’m not very optimistic,” he said.
Bad for business
Jim Jeffrey, who owns American Prospector Treasure Seeker, a family-run prospecting store in Temecula, Calif., rallied miners to attend
the meeting and protest Feinstein’s backdoor attempt to restrict mining. Jeffrey said impending mining restrictions expected at the San
Gabriel Mountains National Monument have already hurt his business and he expects an even worse decline in small-scale mining
equipment sales with a loss of another million or more acres of public lands. Cook’s bill may support big mining companies but has
snubbed the small-scale miners, Jeffrey said.
“It’s for the big miner, not the little guy,” he said.
Brad Jones is the Managing Editor/Communications Director for the Gold Prospectors Association of America and the Lost Dutchman’s
Mining Association. He can be reached at bjones@gold prospectors.org
SUPPORT MINING RIGHTS
Action items:
Oppose U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s bill, S. 414
Oppose Feinsten’s push to persuade President Barack Obama to designate national monuments by executive order under the Antiquities
Act.
Oppose U.S. Rep. Paul Cook’s bill HR 3668
Support PLP: www.PublicLandsForThePeople.org

RICK & VICKIE WYATT

(661) 943-1124

ANTELOPE VALLEY
TREASURE HUNTING SUPPLIES
Factory Authorized Dealer
Metal Detectors and
Prospecting Equipment

The Outpost

(661) 944-1200
More Than Just a Gift Shop
(661) 944-1548
Rugs & Blankets - Amer. Indian Arts & Crafts
Fine Art Gallery - Coins, Gold & Collectibles
Gold Panning Ins. & Classes - Rocks & Gems
34141 116th St E
Pearblossom, CA

Club Apparel is available
Support your Club by purchasing one of our
new hats or shirts.

SCOTT SANDAHL
Proprietor

Classified

FOR SALE:

Minelab GPX5000 plus all
accessories. $6800 investment for $4500.
Must sell due to health issues. Contact
Martin Hill at 760 305-9956 or
lylehilljr@hotmail.com
Wanted: Bigfoot Coil for Whites DFX Call
Ben Molstad at 562-209-2344

WANTED: Old ANVIL—the bigger the
better. Call Steve Molstad at 818-8919778
All members will be receiving The Loop via Email to save on printing and postage costs,
unless they don’t have e-mail. If they are
currently receiving it by snail mail and later get
an email account they can send their request to
me at avthsnews@gmail.com and I would be
happy to send it as a .pdf file. It is generally
about 2mb for the issue.

FREE RAFFLE TICKET
If you find your name in the newsletter and it
looks like this: *Your Name* You get a free
raffle ticket at the next general meeting. Bring it to
the attention of the ticket seller. If two names
appear (i.e. husband/wife) ONE ticket is given out.
Refreshments volunteers for 2016
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:
July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

Robert Weaver
Dan Petrossi
Rick and Vickie Wyatt
Mary Black
Mike Snowden
Connie Smith
Harry Surtees
Linda Bravo
Gary Spain
Don Duncan
Jay Zeigler
Steve and Peggy

CLUB OUTINGS

CLUB

EVENTS

January
Jan 4, 2016

Jan 4, 2016

2016

General Meeting - 7:00 pm
Leisure Lake Mobil Estates
48303 20th St. West
Lancaster, CA 93534

Jan 09, 2016—Ventura Harbor Beach

Board Meeting following
immediately after the General
Meeting

From Lancaster City Park:

4th Qtr. 2015 Scavenger Hunt
Scavenger Hunt items for
October 6, 2015 to January 4, 2016***
1. Earring - large metal hoop
2. Nut - large iron (2" or larger)
3. Quarter - West Virginia
4. Earring - silver
5. Quarter - Rhode Island
6. Gold nugget (.5 gr. or larger)
7. Faucet handle
8. Quarter - Illinois
9. Pull tab - green
10. Tent stake - metal
11. Spring
12. Coin - 1955 (any)
13. Quarter - South Carolina
14. Key - house
15. Hook - fish hook triple
Finds must be brought to the January 4, 2016 General
Meeting or earlier if all found. Display owner must be
present to win. First member that finds all 15 items will
win a Silver Half Dollar *If there is a tie, the winner will
be decided by the cut of a deck of cards and runner-up
will receive a Silver Quarter. If all items are not found,
the member finding the most will win a Silver Quarter. If
there is a tie, a cut of a deck will decide the winner.
Members finding at least 10 items will get a Silver Dime.
*** Only Items found between Oct, 6, 2015 meeting and
the January 11, 2016 meeting, qualify to be displayed.
All items must be found in the act of treasure hunting or
while prospecting. Items found with the naked eye
qualify. No purchased items or planted hunt

finds allowed.

Ventura Harbor Village
1583 Spinnaker Drive, Ventura, CA 93001

Get on CA-14 Continue on CA-14 S to Santa Clarita—42 min
(40.8 mi). Take exit 172 from I-5 N (9.6 mi.) Use the right 2
lanes to take exit 172 for West 126/Newhall Ranch Road
toward Ventura. Use the left 3 lanes to turn left onto CA-126
W/State Hwy 126 W/Newhall Ranch Rd. Continue to follow
CA-126 W/State Hwy 126 W. (42 min 40.8 mi) CA 126
merges onto US-101 N. Continue on US-101 N and take exit
68 from US-101 N. Use the left lane to keep left at the fork
and continue toward S Seaward Ave. Take E Harbor Blvd to
Spinnaker Dr. This area has parking available.
Those coming from other areas besides Antelope Valley,
please use whatever route you need to in order to get to US
101 N or CA 126 toward Ventura then follow the last of the
directions above. These *Bonnell Forstner* directions may
seem familiar. They are very similar to those to Oxnard
State Beach where we went a few years ago, which is further
south than Ventura Beach.

Treasure Hunters Code of Ethics
I will always check federal, state, county and local laws before
searching; it is my responsibility to know the law.
I will respect private property and will not enter private property
without the owner’s permission. Where possible, such permission
will be in writing.
I will take care to refill any holes and try not to leave any damage.
I will remove and dispose of any and all trash and litter that I find.
I will appreciate and protect our inheritance of natural resources,
wildlife, and private property.
I will, as an ambassador for the hobby, use thoughtfulness,
consideration and courtesy at all times.
I will work to help bring unity to our hobby by working with any
organization of any geographic area that may have problems that
will limit their ability to peacefully pursue the hobby.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only.
I will report to the proper authorities any individuals who enter and/
or remove artifacts from federal parks or state preserves.

“THE END OF THE LOOP”
December Finds of the Month
Member must be present to display finds

Most Unique
Scott Sandahl—1920 Brass Ruler
Best Gold Item
Marie Molstad—Gold ring
Best Natural Gold
Anna Velazquez—Chunky gold
Best U.S. Coin
Scott Sandahl—1903 Barber dime
Best Foreign Coin
Ron Renter—Third Reich coin
Best Silver Item
Bonnie Forstner—Silver ring w/diamonds
Best Overall
Marie Molstad
Attendance Drawing
Carl Stadt—not in attendance - $35 next
month
50/50 Draw

No 50/50 at meeting this month.

January Birthdays
Dee Bar, Mick Benton, Chris Conn, Bonnell
Forstner, Clay Graves, Steve Molstad,
Connie Smith, Karen Spain, Dick Waters

OFFICERS
President:...…………………….…... Don Duncan
H 661-478-2409
Vice-Pres....……………...………. ...Lovetta Burns
E-mail - lburns57@att.net
H 661 256-1654 C 661 428-0797
Treasurer.....……………………….... Linda Bravo
E-mail - lsb7203@yahoo.com
661-480-5642
Secretary.....………………………….Lorelei Paland
661-273-3932
MEMBERS AT LARGE
Robert Weaver…………...……….….. .661-948-8350
Connie Smith ………………..…….…..661-526-7494
Mike Snowden..……………..…...….….661-269-2937
Rick Wyatt…………..………….……....661-943-1124
James Gilmore…...……………....…......661-492-8707
Vicky Wyatt……….…...……….……...661-943-1124
Linda Reitz…………………………..C 661-478-7938
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Welcome……….………………..….Vivian Sexton
Raffles…………....……………Connie Smith, Harry
Surtees, Larry Blair
Club Photographer…….….…Anyone With Camera
Find of the Month……….…………...Scott Sandahl
Claims…………………………..……..Linda Bravo
Metal Detecting…..………………….Scott Sandahl
Refreshments…………..Volunteer for each meeting
Club Apparel…………………….……....Mike Snowden
Club Public Web Page…...……...……...Rick Wyatt
Newsletter…………………...…....… Connie Smith
(H)661 526-7494
(C) 818-414-6707
Membership………………………... Vivian Sexton
661 478-0174
Recycling…………….……………..… Jay Zeigler
661-943-0397

Please note:

If your birthday isn’t listed in your birth
month, you probably didn’t give us your information.
This information is gleaned from the active membership
roster. Contact Linda Bravo to update.

Remember, as with the recycling collection, the
proceeds from the sale of apparel are put back in
the club to fund prizes and food at the outing.

A.V.T.H.S. Web Site: http://www.avtreasurehunters.com

Outing Map—Ventura Harbor Beach

Antelope Valley Treasure Hunter’s Society
P. O. Box 4718
Lancaster, California 93539

This Month’s Club Outing

Ventura Harbor Beach
(New location)

